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battalion from Luchana. The battle sustained with the
enemy was so severe that sixty per cent, of the officers were
lost, including Lieutenant-Colonel Andrade, and forty per
cent, of the troops.
For almost a month and a half Castro Girona's column,
in which Franco's troops were incorporated, stayed in
Xauen. The Legionnaires spent their time relieving some
positions and evacuating others, taxing their ingenuity in
order to remove the garrisons, and deceiving the foe through
a thousand cunning stratagems. At the same time the depar-
ture of the 10,000 men making up the garrison of Xauen was
being meticulously prepared, for they were surrounded on
all sides by enemy forces awaiting the moment of retreat in
order to fall upon them.
Meanwhile, the troops were gradually being withdrawn
toward zones of safety. Some places were reached just in
time to witness the agony of the survivors. The defenders of
Nauer were carried out on litters, those of Abada Bajo were
sick with malaria, and those of Buharrax were taken out in
ambulances.
The hour of the greatest emotion was approaching, a
sensational hour known only to-the commanding officers and
which was kept in secret, that of the departure from Xauen.
"What days of dreadful anxiety and hours of uncertainty
and mortal fear for us who held the responsibility of com-
mand, and on whom so many lives depended!" Castro
Girona was to exclaim.
On the night of November 15 the Spanish troops, leaving
with the greatest secrecy, abandoned Xauen. The five Ban-
ners of the Legion under the command of Franco remained
in the city, living an ordinary life.
**We must give the impression that we are never going to
leave here," said Franco.
For two days the soldiers made dummies, stuffing Legion-